


   

October 2009 PART V Public Outreach Program 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 
Federal Legislation emphasizes the need to provide citizens with an opportunity to comment on proposed 
regional and State TIPs.  The Commonwealth’s process is an adjunct to the regional processes.  Since the 
STIP is a compilation of all projects - both state and regional - the public outreach program in each region 
includes the STIP by reference.  However the Commonwealth also maintains its own process for public 
outreach for the draft STIP, by placing the project listings on the state’s web site and placing notices in 
local papers of the document’s availability.  In addition, the regional planning agencies and the regional 
transit authorities are asked to include a notice in their monthly newsletters, in the agenda of their 
Commission and advisory council meetings, and on their respective web sites.  In many instances the draft 
STIP’s comment period coincides or overlaps the individual regions’ 30-day public comment period. 
 
For the FFY 2010-2013 STIP, the formal public comment period began on September 1, 2009 and 
continued through September 30, 2009.  The RPAs make the draft project listings in the STIP available for 
public comment and review during their regular business hours. They also use this time to ensure that the 
listings encompass all the projects found in their own regional TIPs, which have undergone their own 
public review as required by federal statute.  If discrepancies exist between the two documents, the MPO, 
the state, and other affected parties work together to guarantee consistency.   
 
Legal notices, announcing the availability of the document on the Commonwealth’s web site, were faxed to 
the following newspapers: Cape Cod Times, the Martha’s Vineyard Times, the Nantucket Inquirer and 
Mirror, the Fitchburg Sentinel and Enterprise, the Worcester Telegram and Gazette, the Lowell Sun, the 
Lawrence Eagle-Tribune, the Brockton Enterprise, the New Bedford Standard Times, the Boston Globe, the 
Berkshire Eagle, the Greenfield Recorder, and the Springfield Republican.   
 
Selected source samples of the STIP’s outreach follow and include a copy of web page for the Executive 
Office of Transportation; the web site for the Montachusett Regional Planning Commission; the web page 
of the Merrimack Valley Regional Transit Authority; the legal advertisement in the Greenfield Recorder of 
Franklin Region; an e-mail from the Old Colony Planning Council to its membership; the Boston Region’s 
monthly newsletter TRANSreport; and the twice-monthly Monitor of the Massachusetts Environmental 
Policy Act Office. 
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Serving the Montachusett Region Since 1968. 

Montachusett Regional
 
Planning Commission
 

1427R Water Street
 

Fitchburg, MA 01420
 

Tel. 978-345-7376
 

Fax. 978-348-2490
 

email: mrpC@mroc.org
 

Executive Director Glenn
 
Eaton
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Welcome to the MRPC. 

The Montachusett Regional Planning Commission is in its 40th year of providing 
technical planning assistance to its 22 member communities. Located in north 
central Massachusetts, the MRPC was formed in 1968 under the State Enabling 
Legislation, Massachusetts General Law Chapter 408 and is one of thirteen 
agencies across the Commonwealth. The MRPC is not a federal, state, or county 
agency but rather, it is a regional advisory board consisting of representatives from 
each member community. Our purpose is to carry out comprehensive regional 
planning in the Montachusett region, an area of approximately 685 square miles that 
is home to some 228,000 individuals (2000 Census). 

MRPC is available to provide a wide variety of services to its member communities 
including economic development studies and initiatives, drafting of applications for 
state funding on behalf of a community, administering grants, traffic studies, zoning 
and subdivision updates, assistance with town master plans and open space plans, 
mapping assistance through our Geographic Information System (GIS) and many 
other services. 

What's New on the Website.... 

• Green Communities Program Presented by MRCEDS. The Montachusett 
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EOT Announces Release of State TIP for 30
 
Day Public Comment Period
 

The Executive Office of Transportation is pleased to announce
 
the availability of the draft project listings for the proposed
 

State Transportation Improvement Program for Federal Fiscal
 
Years 2010 to 2013. These draft listings are a compilation of
 
roadway, bridge, intermodal and transit projects as developed
 

by the Commonwealth's ten Metropolitan Planning
 
Organizations (MPOs) and the three non-MPOs. They are
 

available for review at www.mass.gov/eot, and during regular
 
business hours at the Montachusett Regional Planning
 

Commission (MRPC), 1427R Water Street, Fitchburg, MA
 
01420, and the Montachusett Regional Transit Authority
 

(MART) MART Garage & Maintenance Facility, 1427R Water
 
Street, Fitchburg, MA 01420. The comment period will begin
 

September 1, 2009 and continue to September 30, 2009.
 

All comments can be sent to the STIP Coordinator, bye-mail
 
at STIP@eot.state.ma.us; by fax at 617.973.8035; or by phone
 
at 617.973.7335. Those comments received by September 30,
 

2009 will be included in the final document.
 

8/31/2009 
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State TIP 

9/8/2009-State TIP 
The Executive Office of Transportation Is pleased to announce the availability of the draft project listings for the 
proposed State Transportation Improvement Program for Federal Fiscal Years 2010 to 2013. These draft listings are a 
compilation of roadway, bridge, intermodal and transit projects as developed by the Commonwealth's ten Metropolitan 
Planning Organizations (MPOs) and the three non-MPOs. They are available for review at www.mass.gov/eot, and during 
regular business hours at the Merrimack Valley Planning Commission 160 Main Street, Haverhill, MA. 01830. The 
comment period will begin September 1, 2009 and continue to September 30, 2009. 

All comments can be sent to the STIP Coordinator, bye-mail at STIP@eot.state.ma.us; by fax at 617.973.8035; or by 
phone at 617.973.7335. Those comments received by September 30, 2009 will be included in the final document. 

(sample from the Merrimack Valley Regional Transit Authority web site) 

http://www.mvrta.com/News/Latest-News/State-TIP.aspx 9/15/2009 
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