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Background
• 123 acres
• Chapter 61A 
• King’s Grant Property
• Adjacent to Town open space and school
• Partially within Great Marsh ACEC
• One mile of frontage on Rowley River
• OSC priority property
• Listed as the top priority for protection in Rowley 

by MA Heritage Landscape Inventory Program
• Historic structures from 1700s and 1800s









History of Purchase

• Ten years + working with owner on CR
• Elderly owner, after rough  winter, signs 

P&S with developer for $2.75 million
• Triggers 61A first right of refusal
• Town completes appraisal
• Town Meeting votes to purchase with CPA 

funds from all categories
• Land purchased in May 2007



Planning Process

• Town Meeting approves purchase – Nov 
2006

• Land purchase completed – May 2007
• Land Use Committee formed – July 2007
• Committee, working with consulting 

engineer, develops draft land use plan
• Public meetings to review plan
• Plan on May 2008 Town Meeting warrant 

for approval



Long-Term Considerations
• Town will retain open space; conservation 

restriction likely held by MA DCR
• Town will place historic preservation restriction 

on buildings, and then sell
• Town will place restriction for affordable housing 

on site for housing, and sell to developer at 
subsidized price

• Set aside land for future recreation fields
• All proceeds from sales go back into CP fund





Goals

• Retain large amount of land for passive 
recreation with trails, including portion of 
Bay Circuit Trail – all public access

• Retain character of site



Goals (cont)
• Preserve historic buildings and encourage 

agricultural uses
• Provide some affordable housing
• Provide opportunity for future recreation 

fields



Considerations in Planning Process

• Retain some upland in conservation land to 
provide value for CR

• Include enough land with buildings to allow 
farming and 61A status

• Provide easy access to future recreation fields 
from Pine Grove School

• Include space for future community garden
• Retain apple trees 
• Provide buffer between existing house, 

neighbors, and new construction
• Site constraints including access, wetlands
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