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•
 

Freight topics
•

 
Capacity challenge –

 
2020

•
 

All politics is local (MPO role)
•

 
Not in my back yard! 
–

 
Environmental 

–
 

Quality of life

Agenda
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•
 

Richard Rydant, project manager, 
Central Massachusetts Regional 
Planning Commission

•
 

Abby Swain, coordinator, Smart Way 
Transport Partnership, US EPA

•
 

Dennis Coffey, manager government 
affairs, HNTB Corporation

Panel
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•
 

Freight demand continues to grow
•

 
State and regional economy is 
dependent on goods movement

•
 

Our infrastructure is aging and needs 
investment

•
 

Technology will help

Common
 

Themes
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Pipeline
Water
Trucks
Railroads

U.S. Freight Intercity 
Modal Market Share

Pipeline
Water
Trucks
Railroads
Other

Ton-Miles
“Other”

 

for ton-miles is less than 
0.5%

Revenue 
Source –

 

Eno 
Transportation Foundation
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Source: USDOT Bureau of Transportation Statistics
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Freight 
Demand

•
 

Transport Demand: U.S. DOT says freight 
traffic will increase nearly 70 percent by 
2020; international higher. 

•
 

Service Quality: Reliability, speed, 
frequency.

•
 

Price.

•
 

Highway Congestion: Pressure to reduce 
congestion, emissions, fuel use and 
enhance safety.

•
 

Passenger: Demands for freight-owned 
track.

Freight Demand
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•
 

Daunting growth 
forecast.

•
 

Infrastructure is 
preeminent issue.

•
 

Tap public/private 
partnerships.

•
 

Continued focus on 
meeting customer 
needs

Search for public 
benefits
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•
 

Projects to meet public needs.
•

 
Carriers pay for their benefits and public 
pays for public benefits.

•
 

No “subsidy”
 

to carriers

Public-Private Partnerships

“Relatively small public investments in the 
nation’s freight railroads can be leveraged into 
relatively large benefits for the nation’s highway 
infrastructure, highway users, and freight 
shippers.”

 
--AASHTO
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•
 

Multi-Modal Alliances 
•

 
Technological applications 

•
 

Innovations in locomotive operations, staffing, 
asset utilization, scheduling

•
 

Better equipment and infrastructure
•

 
New offerings

Today’s Railroads 
Providing Better Service
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Freight Challenges

Reregulation

Environmental

Truck Size and Weights

Fuel Tax

Staffing

New Technology

Economic 
Growth

Safety

P

TEA-21

3

Passenger Rail

Security
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Picture Source: AASHTO
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•
 

Trade --
 

value and growth are high
•

 
Urban areas as market --

 
benefit from 

cheap goods, jobs, value-added businesses
•

 
Real estate for freight is scarce/expensive 

•
 

Congestion, VMT and emissions 
•

 
Urban area loses business/quality of life

•
 

Interstate truck impact to environment, 
congestion, and infrastructure

Freight Villages: 
The Freight Dilemma
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•
 

Support/enable trade
•

 
Relieve congestion, VMT

•
 

Encourage a growth sector of the economy
•

 
Provide jobs in urban area and access to jobs

•
 

Restore lands to tax roles
•

 
High-value use of property

•
 

Landscaping and natural resource protection
•

 
Esthetic

Freight Villages: 
Public benefits
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Regional Planning Perspective
•

 
The MPO

•
 

The State
•

 
Partnerships

Moving On

Federal Environmental Perspective
•

 
Enforcement

•
 
Partnerships
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